Evidence also appears to be required in support of the statement that excessive consumption of sugar is commonly associated with the occurrence of boils. A resulting deficiency of some kind may here also be the real predisposing factor. Dr Cranston Low has never been able to convince himself that the diabetic is any more liable to erysipelas, boils, and eczema than any one else. According to Dr Low, the only skin conditions definitely due to diabetes are:?(1) A local dermatitis with itching at the vulva in female diabetics, due to the irritation of the sugar in the urine. (2) Tuberculosis.
Simple goitre.
Tuberculosis.
Simple goitre. It may be assumed that the insular hormone plays an important role in those states in which the processes of assimilation are increased. Thus during pregnancy and lactation the extra food taken will probably cause a hyperplasia of the island tissue; and in middle-aged women who have had many pregnancies this hyperplasia will play a part in causing the familiar obesity. That the development of obesity may be associated with excessive insulin activity is also suggested by the occasional occurrence of crises of weakness and great hunger and by chronic hypoglycaemia. Six patients who came to Cammidge for the treatment of obesity were found to suffer from chronic hypoglycaemia in a total of fortyeight cases of the latter condition. There is also the important effect of insulin administration in the treatment of malnutrition.
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The intervention of the pancreatic factor in the pathogenesis of obesity seemed so probable that investigation of insular tissue was undertaken in a series of eighteen subjects who died while obese, control observations being made in a series of fifteen subjects who were not obese.* While in the head, body, and tail of the pancreas in the non-obese subject the average size of each island was 1*58 sq. cm., in the obese subject the average was 2-67 sq. cm. The largest average figure in a nonobese subject was 2-22 sq. cm., while in the obese group the corresponding figure was 5'7^ sq.
The difference is well shown in the illustrations (Figs. 1 and 2 
